Milk progesterone levels to monitor reproductive status of Murrah buffalo.
Concentration of progesterone in whole milk was used to diagnose pregnancy in 44 lactating buffaloes. Milk samples were taken from days 19 to 27 post breeding and analysed for progesterone by radio-immunoassay. A level exceeding 10 ng/ml of milk was taken as an indication of pregnancy. Using this criterion, the accuracy of the pregnancy test from a single milk sample on 19, 21, 23, 25 and 27 days after insemination ranged from 71.42 to 86.95% and 86 to 87.50% for pregnant and non-pregnant animals, respectively. Milk progesterone concentrations were significantly higher (P / 0.001) in pregnant compared with those in non-pregnant buffaloes on day 19, 21, 23, 25 and 27 post-insemination.